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”We have learned important lessons.  We know more keenly than ever that genocide is not a 

single event but a process that evolves over time, and requires planning and resources to 

carry out. As chilling as that sounds, it also means that
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They alleged that civilians were helping the Tutsi r
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The tragedies of Rwanda and the Balkans in the 1990s demonstrated, in the worst possible way, 

that the international community had to do more to prevent genocide. With this in mind, the 

Secretary-General, in 2004, appointed Juan Mendez as Special Adviser on the Prevention of 

Genocide, succeeded in 2007 by Francis Deng and in 2012 by Adama Dieng.  

 

The +�	�����,���	� collects information on situations where there may be a risk of genocide, war 

crimes, ethnic cleansing and crimes against humanity. Due to the sensitive nature of the mandate, 

much of his/her work remains outside of the public eye. However, when the Special Adviser 

assesses that making his/her concerns public will reduce the risk of genocide and related crimes in 

a specific situation, or advance the cause of peace and stability, he/she issues public statements, 

like in the cases of Syria and Myanmar. The Special Adviser is also responsible for bringing 

situations to the attention of the Secretary-General and, through him, of the Security Council, and 

for making recommendations on actions to prevent or halt genocide.   
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When, where, and how to intervene militarily in domestic situations to prevent or respond to 


